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Scope 
 

This bibliography lists publications covering a wide variety of issues related to the 

maltreatment and sexual abuse of male children, youth and adolescents. 

 
 

Organization 
 

Publications include articles, book chapters, reports, and research briefs and are listed in 

date descending order. Links are provided to full text publications when possible. However, 

this collection may not be complete. More information can be obtained in the Child Abuse 

Library Online. 

 

 

Disclaimer 
 

This bibliography was prepared by the Digital Information Librarians of the National 

Children’s Advocacy Center (NCAC) for the purpose of research and education, and for 

the convenience of our readers. The NCAC is not responsible for the availability or content 

of cited resources. The NCAC does not endorse, warrant or guarantee the information, 

products, or services described or offered by the authors or organizations whose 

publications are cited in this bibliography. The NCAC does not warrant or assume any 

legal liability or responsibility for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any 

information, apparatus, product, or process disclosed in documents cited here. Points of 

view presented in cited resources are those of the authors, and do not necessarily 

coincide with those of the NCAC. 
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Male Victims of Child Maltreatment & Sexual Abuse 
 
A Bibliography  
 

Bennett, M., Harris, D. A., Richards, K., & Shields, R. (2024). ‘Any male victim?’ The legacy of
 conflating paedophilia and homosexuality and the differential seriousness of
 sexual abuse by victim gender. Psychiatry, Psychology and Law, 1-15.
 DOI:10.1080/13218719.2023.2280519 
 
This article presents the findings of a historical, qualitative thematic analysis of archival 

clinical records of 24 men convicted of child sexual abuse and referred for civil 

commitment to the Massachusetts Treatment Center between 1959 and 1984. Drawing 

on the perspective of Cicourel, the study examined the differential ways men convicted 

of child sexual abuse were constructed by various criminal justice actors based on the 

gender of their victims. Overall, the study found that men with male victims were 

constructed as more deviant than men with female victims. The study’s findings thus 

contribute to the research literature on the historical pathologisation and criminalisation 

of homosexuality. 

 
 
 
Hietamäki, J., Husso, M., Arponen, T., & Lahtinen, H.-M. (2024). Differences between
 girls and boys in the disclosure of sexual violence. Journal of Interpersonal
 Violence, 39(11-12), 2629-2654. DOI:10.1177/08862605231221283 
 
This article addresses the differences between girls and boys in the disclosure of sexual 

violence. The dataset combines data from the Finnish Child Victim Survey (FCVS) of 2008 

(N = 13,459) and 2013 (N = 11,364), focusing on victims of sexual violence, ages 11 to 17 years, 

from the perspectives of disclosure and gender. Frequency and percentage analysis, 

cross tabulation, and a Chi-square test were used in the analysis. In the FCVS for both 

years, around 85% of the victims were girls. In almost two-thirds of the cases, the offender 

was a relative, friend, or some other known person, while in more than one-third of the 

cases, the offender was unknown to the victim. The second most common case was that 

the victim knew the offender, who was not, however, a friend. Sexual violence was found 

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13218719.2023.2280519
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13218719.2023.2280519
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13218719.2023.2280519
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13218719.2023.2280519
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13218719.2023.2280519
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/08862605231221283
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/08862605231221283
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/08862605231221283
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to be, in many ways, gendered. Most of the victims were girls, and most of the offenders 

were men. There was also a gender difference in the disclosure of experiences. Twenty-

one percent of the girls and 45% of the boys reported that they had not told anyone about 

their experiences. Irrespective of the type of offender, the victims most often (63%) told a 

peer about their experiences, while 23% told parents, and only 10% told authorities. 

Moreover, victims reported shame and fear, distrust toward adults, and disbelief that 

disclosure would be helpful as reasons for not disclosing their experiences. To address 

this problem, raising awareness of the phenomenon, promoting an atmosphere that 

supports disclosing experiences of sexual violence, and improving readiness to address 

them are required. 

 
 
 
Sari, S.A., Bilac, O., Erten Almak, T. & Butun, C. (2024) A current view on the neglected
 topic of male child sexual abuse in the context of literature. Child Abuse
 Review, 33(1), e2839. DOI:10.1002/car.2839 
 
Despite the growing numbers, awareness and reporting rates of male child sexual abuse 

(MCSA) are still well below the real values, especially in developing countries like Turkey. 

We examined MCSA to determine the predisposing factors, the characteristics of 

perpetrators and victims, and the consequences of sexual abuse in a Turkish sample. We 

retrospectively analysed the files and forensic reports of 51 MCSA victims aged between 

6 and 18. The mean age of children was 13.6 ± 3.8 years, and the mean age at the time of 

abuse was 11.1 ± 3.52. The average exposure time for sexual abuse was 91 ± 226.8 days, and 

the frequency was 2.4 ± 2.47 times. 17.6 per cent of them had previously been sexually 

abused. Disclosure times until legal notification was 240.1 ± 552.25 days. Most (56.9 per 

cent) had suffered anal penetration, developed post traumatic stress disorder, and 

needed medical treatment. Most perpetrators (58.8 per cent) were strangers outside the 

family, reaching the children from the neighbourhood. In conclusion, although the 

number of our sample is limited, the results of our study will contribute valuably to the 

literature, given that there are few studies on MCSA. Further studies with large samples 



 
© 2024. National Children’s Advocacy Center. All rights reserved. 
Male Victims of Child Maltreatment & Sexual Abuse: A Bibliography                                                                                               

Page 6 of 35 
March 2024 

 
 

evaluating MCSA in multidimensional ways are needed to raise awareness and protect 

vulnerable children. 

 
 
 
Attrash-Najjar, A., Cohen, N., Glucklich, T., & Katz, C. (2023). “I was the only one talking
 about the abuse”: Experiences and perceptions of survivors who underwent child
 sexual abuse as boys. Child Abuse & Neglect, 140, 106144.
 DOI:10.1016/j.chiabu.2023.106144 
 
Objective: Empirical literature on child sexual abuse (CSA) has traditionally focused on 

the CSA of girls. Much less is known about the CSA of boys, specifically about the survivors' 

experiences. The current study was designed to examine the experiences and 

perceptions of male adult survivors who underwent CSA as boys. Method: Fifty-one 

written narratives were collected from survivors who experienced CSA as boys as part of 

the Israeli Independent Public Inquiry into CSA. A qualitative inductive thematic analysis 

guided the data analysis. Results: The findings highlighted CSA survivors' experiences of 

not understanding and confusion about the abuse while highlighting the context in which 

the abuse took place. The findings also emphasized the exploitation of power and the 

survivors' difficulty identifying being sexually abused during physical fights or public 

events. Moreover, the survivors referred to their surroundings' failure to notice the abuse 

and their struggle to establish their identity and overcome the abuse consequences, their 

loneliness and pain. Conclusion: The present findings advance the literature on the CSA 

of boys by examining narratives written by male CSA survivors. They highlight the 

potentially destructive role of the heteronormative and conventional masculinity 

discourse for male CSA survivors, which often enabled the continuation of abuse and 

challenges that survivors continued to face throughout their lives. The findings also stress 

society's crucial role in CSA prevention and treatment and the need for public education 

to challenge societal perceptions regarding the CSA of boys. 

 
 
 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2023.106144
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Gauthier-Duchesne, A., Fernet, M., Hébert, M., Guyon, R., Tardif, M., & Godbout, N. (2023).
 The externalization of suffering among male survivors of child sexual abuse:
 “A deeply buried rage that must come out”. Psychology of Men & Masculinities,
 25(2), 142-151. DOI:10.1037/men0000453 
 
Studies on child sexual abuse (CSA) have mostly focused on female survivors. However, 

men are not spared from this type of abuse, as one in 10 men report having experienced 

CSA before the age of 18. Some adult male victims of CSA, in trying to cope with their 

history of sexual abuse, overinvest in typically masculine behaviors, such as aggression 

and rule breaking, which are considered externalizing behaviors. This study aimed to (a) 

describe the range of externalizing behaviors in adult men who have experienced CSA 

and (b) explore the functions underlying these behaviors from the perspective of male 

survivors. Individual semistructured interviews were conducted with 26 Canadian male 

survivors, aged between 31 and 66, who were recruited via CSA community services. A 

qualitative-directed content analysis was performed, guided by Achenbach and 

Rescorla’s taxonomy of externalizing behaviors. Three main categories of externalizing 

behaviors emerged from respondents’ narratives: (a) aggressive behaviors to express 

anger and protect integrity; (b) rule-breaking behaviors to protest against an injustice; 

(c) alcohol and drug use to avoid suffering triggered by CSA. These findings highlight the 

diversity of behaviors in which male survivors report engaging in response to CSA. Even if 

they may express their suffering in an explosive way, it is important to support male 

victims appropriately while recognizing the functions underlying their externalizing 

behaviors. Approaches to supporting survivors’ recovery should address their feelings of 

anger and sense of injustice, the use of avoidance-based coping mechanisms, and 

masculine norms.  
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Gauthier-Duchesne, A., Hébert, M., Blais, M., & Wekerle, C. (2023). Differential profiles of
 sexually abused adolescent boys. Journal of Child Sexual Abuse, 32(6), 655-673.
 DOI:10.1080/10538712.2023.2226652 
 
Victims of child sexual abuse (CSA) are a heterogeneous population. Several 

characteristics may influence the outcomes associated with this adverse childhood 

experience, including personal (e.g. age) and CSA characteristics (e.g. relationship to the 

perpetrator). This study relied on a person-centered approach to account for this 

heterogeneity and focused on adolescent boys, an understudied population. Data were 

drawn from a representative sample of high school students aged 14 to 18 years old in 

Quebec, Canada. A total of 3.9% (n = 138) of boys reported CSA. Various CSA 

characteristics (severity, relationship to the perpetrator, and number of events) were 

used as indicators to derive classes. A four-class solution emerged from the latent class 

analysis: CSA in a sports context (6%), intrafamilial CSA (8%), extrafamilial CSA (52%) and 

multiple CSA (34%). The multiple CSA profile included boys who were sexually abused in 

multiple situations by different perpetrators and who were victims of acts involving 

penetration. The exploration of correlates associated with class membership revealed 

that adolescent boys included in the multiple CSA profile were distinguished by higher 

rates of delinquent behaviors and alcohol and drug use. They were more likely than 

members of other latent classes to belong to sexual minorities. This exploratory study 

sheds light on sexually victimized adolescent boys and the deleterious consequences 

that may affect them, particularly boys who have experienced multiple CSA events. We 

conclude that prevention efforts should focus on the demystification of sexual trauma 

among boys and on using trauma-informed care approaches for adolescent 

externalizing behaviors. 
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Pacheco, E. L. M., Buenaventura, A. E., & Miles, G. M. (2023). “She was willing to send
 me there”: Intrafamilial child sexual abuse, exploitation and trafficking of
 boys. Child Abuse & Neglect, 142, 105849. DOI:10.1016/j.chiabu.2022.105849 
 
Background: Boys subject to intrafamilial child sexual exploitation and abuse (CSEA) - in 

particular, cases which begin as incest and later evolve into child trafficking for sexual 

exploitation - face many barriers in disclosing their exploitation, often leaving victims and 

survivors feeling isolated from society and dismissed or mishandled by service providers 

such as law enforcement officers, child protection specialists, medical staff and mental 

health professionals. Objective: This study explores the unique characteristics of 

intrafamilial CSEA through the sex trafficking of boys, and the barriers to disclosure and 

recovery experienced by male victims and survivors. Participants and setting: Ten adult 

male survivors of intrafamilial child trafficking for sexual exploitation were interviewed 

multiple times to gain a deeper understanding of intrafamilial CSEA and how it compares 

and contrasts with non-familial CSEA. Participants in this study primarily came from North 

America. Methodology: Multiple semi-structured online interviews were conducted with 

these 10 adult male survivors because they experienced 1) intrafamilial CSEA and 2) being 

trafficked by their families to be sexually exploited by non-familial perpetrators. The 

participants were then asked to compare and contrast intrafamilial and non-familial 

CSEA. The research team employed a descriptive phenomenological approach and 

interview transcripts were coded, analyzed, and compared to identify patterns of non-

verbal CSEA indicators and thematic narratives. The study also explored the internal and 

external barriers to disclosure reported by participants. Trauma-informed, person-

centered practices were used throughout the entirety of the study to minimize harm to 

participants. The research team employed a co-productive approach using participants' 

initial interviews and feedback to formulate new questions for later rounds of interviews 

and by having the participants confirm the accuracy of their respective quotes and case 

summaries. Results and discussion: This study highlights several CSEA modalities, such as 

“boy-swap” events and local/national/transnational trafficking rings engaged in CSEA of 

boys. It also discusses how survivors' experiences differed between intrafamilial and non-

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0145213422003830
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0145213422003830
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0145213422003830
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0145213422003830
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0145213422003830
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2022.105849
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familial CSEA and trafficking, and how familial settings may facilitate concealment of 

CSEA. Participants described various modus operandi used by abusers, traffickers, and 

buyers of all genders. While all 10 intrafamilial CSEA cases included male perpetrators, 

female perpetrators were also present in nine of them. In addition, participants identified 

various psychological and physiological CSEA and trafficking indicators that evidenced 

their victimization during their childhood years. All 10 survivors reported long-term health 

consequences into adulthood and scored highly on Adverse Childhood 

Experiences (ACEs) questionnaires. Recommendations and conclusion: Findings 

underscore the importance of trauma-informed practices for identifying, liberating, and 

rehabilitating victims and survivors. Participants reported receiving more effective 

assistance from service providers that exhibited trauma-informed practices. Traditional 

gender stereotypes may hinder the ability of service providers to recognize and provide 

support to boys victimized and trafficked by their families for CSEA. Consequently, service 

providers may stand to benefit from training on 1) trauma-informed, person-centered 

practices and 2) conscious and unconscious biases, particularly those related to gender. 

Survivors in recovery require expanded support services, such as the provision of safe 

housing, online/in-person support communities, and professional/life skill training. Co-

productive research methods that integrate the views and experiences of CSEA and 

trafficking survivors are also recommended. 

 
 
 
Gauthier-Duchesne, A., Hébert, M., & Blais, M. (2022). Child sexual abuse, self-esteem,
 and delinquent behaviors during adolescence: The moderating role of gender.
 Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 37(15-16), NP12725-NP12744.
 DOI:10.1177/08862605211001466 
 
To reflect the complex phenomena of child sexual abuse (CSA), studies should examine 

possible gender specificities and explore potentially explanatory mechanisms. The 

current study aimed to test the moderating effect of gender in the mediated relationship 

between CSA, self-esteem, and delinquency during adolescence. A moderated 

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/08862605211001466
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/08862605211001466
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mediation model was tested among a representative sample of 8,194 high school 

students (57.8% girls and 42.2% boys) age 14 to 18 in the province of Quebec in Canada. 

Results showed that self-esteem has an indirect effect on the relationship between CSA 

and delinquency. Gender (being a boy) was associated with a higher level of self-esteem 

and an increased risk of delinquent behaviors. Among victims of CSA, boys reported lower 

levels of self-esteem than girls, which was associated with an increased risk of displaying 

delinquent behaviors. Self-esteem may be an important target of intervention for sexually 

abused youth, especially for boys. Focusing on promoting positive self-esteem may also 

reduce the risk for male adolescents struggling with the deleterious consequences of 

delinquency. 

 
 
 
Gao, Y., Jiang, Y., Ming, Q., Zhang, J., Ma, R., Wu, Q., Dong, D., Sun, X., He, J., Cao, W., Yuan, S.,
 & Yao, S. (2022). Neuroanatomical changes associated with conduct disorder in
 boys: Influence of childhood maltreatment. European Child & Adolescent
 Psychiatry, 31, 601-613. DOI:10.1007/s00787-020-01697-z 
 
Childhood maltreatment (CM) poses a serious risk to the physical, emotional and 

psychological well-being of children, and can advance the development of maladaptive 

behaviors, including conduct disorder (CD). CD involves repetitive, persistent violations of 

others’ basic rights and societal norms. Little is known about whether and how CM 

influences the neural mechanisms underlying CD, and CD-characteristic 

neuroanatomical changes have not yet been defined in a structural magnetic resonance 

imaging (sMRI) study. Here, we used voxel-based morphometry (VBM) and surface-

based morphometry (SBM) to investigate the influence of the CD diagnosis and CM on 

the brain in 96 boys diagnosed with CD (62 with CM) and 86 typically developing (TD) 

boys (46 with CM). The participants were 12–17 years of age. Compared to the CM− CD 

group, the CM+ CD group had structural gray matter (GM) alterations in the fronto-limbic 

regions, including the left amygdala, right posterior cingulate cortex (PCC), right 

putamen, right dorsolateral prefrontal cortex (dlPFC) and right anterior cingulate cortex 
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(ACC). We also found boys with CD exhibited increased GM volume in bilateral 

dorsomedial prefrontal cortex (dmPFC), as well as decreased GM volume and decreased 

gyrification in the left superior temporal gyrus (STG) relative to TD boys. Regional GM 

volume correlated with aggression and conduct problem severity in the CD group, 

suggesting that the GM changes may contribute to increased aggression and conduct 

problems in boys with CD who have suffered CM. In conclusion, these results demonstrate 

previously unreported CM-associated distinct brain structural changes among CD-

diagnosed boys. 

 
 
 
Miljkovitch, R., Danner-Touati, C., Gery, I., Bernier, A., Sirparanta, A., & Deborde, A. S. (2022).
 The role of multiple attachments in intergenerational transmission of child sexual
 abuse among male victims. Child Abuse & Neglect, 128, 104864.
 DOI:10.1016/j.chiabu.2020.104864 
 
Background: According to Finkelhor (1984), difficulties child sexual abusers have in 

establishing adaptive adult relationships are a consequence of attachment problems 

with parents. Research shows that insecure attachment is associated with both the 

experience of child sexual abuse (CSA) as a victim and perpetration of CSA as an adult. 

Attachment may thus be a key factor in intergenerational transmission (IT) of CSA. 

Objective: The study aims to examine the direct, interactive, and mediated effects linking 

attachment in different relationships (mother, father, romantic partner) to IT of CSA 

among male victims. Participants and setting: Thirty-two abusing and 27 non-abusing 

male CSA survivors were recruited, respectively, in a prison and via networks of former 

foster children or CSA victims. Method: All participants completed the Attachment 

Multiple Model Interview to assess attachment along four dimensions (security, 

deactivation, hyperactivation, and disorganization) in the relationship with mother, father, 

and partner. Results: Partial least square modeling suggests that the partner carries 

forward (mediates) the increased risk of committing sexual abuse associated with 

insecure/disorganized attachment with the father. A significant partner-mother 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0145213420305196?ref=pdf_download&fr=RR-2&rr=8ff83580488b6211
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0145213420305196?ref=pdf_download&fr=RR-2&rr=8ff83580488b6211
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0145213420305196?ref=pdf_download&fr=RR-2&rr=8ff83580488b6211
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2020.104864
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interaction also suggests that the deleterious effects of attachment to the mother in 

terms of committing CSA are countered by more secure/organized attachment to the 

partner. Conclusions: Findings highlight the pivotal role of the romantic partner in IT of 

CSA. Beyond early intervention, therapy in adulthood aimed at fostering adaptive ways 

of finding emotional security in the relationship with an adult could thus be encouraged. 

 
 
 
Monteiro, C. & Moleiro, C. (2022). Gender roles and representations of sexual abuse: How
 are asymmetrical gender attitudes related to the legitimation of sexual abuse of
 children and youth?. Vulnerable Children and Youth Studies, 17(4), 300-307.
 DOI:10.1080/17450128.2021.1984621 
 
Sexual abuse of children and youth is considered a public health problem. However, it is 

still a taboo, surrounded by a variety of myths. The main objective of this work was to 

investigate the relationship between attitudes toward gender roles and the social 

representations of sexual abuse of children and youth in a sample of students and 

professionals in the fields of health, education, social work, law, law enforcement and 

others with contact with children and youth. The present study consisted of a sample of 

168 participants, and data collection was performed through an online questionnaire 

consisting of three self-report instruments – Questionnaire on Representations of Sexual 

Abuse of Children – Stories (QRASC-HIS), the Sexual Abuse Beliefs Scale (SABS) and the 

Pacific Attitudes Towards Gender Scale (PATG). Main findings indicate that attitudes 

toward gender roles were related to the social representations of sexual abuse of children 

and youth, in that individuals with more gender asymmetric attitudes reported greater 

legitimation beliefs of sexual abuse. Data also showed that cases where the aggressor 

was a female adult and the victim was male (pre-adolescent boy) were more 

legitimated. Implications for theory, practice and training are discussed. 
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Muniz, C. N., & Powers, R. A. (2022). The influence of authority role and victim gender on
 perceptions of female-perpetrated child sexual abuse. Child Maltreatment,
 27(4), 550-560. DOI:10.1177/10775595211033537 
 
Child sexual abuse is often perceived differently based on characteristics of the victim 

and the perpetrator. However, unknown is whether variations in perceptions occur when 

the relationship to and gender of the victim are manipulated—particularly when the 

offender is a woman. The current study sought to explore whether authority role 

(neighbor, teacher, family, or clergy) and victim gender affect perceived outcomes for 

the victim. A factorial vignette design was used to randomly assign participants to one of 

eight conditions, and a series of analyses of variance (ANOVAs) were conducted to 

assess differences in perceived victim outcomes for the vignettes. Results showed 

significant differences for authority role, victim gender, and the interactions between 

authority and victim gender for nearly all dependent variables. Respondents recognized 

that the scenarios presented were damaging and harmful; however, certain authority 

positions (i.e., teachers) were sexualized leading to diminished perceptions of negative 

outcomes, particularly for male victims. 

 
 
 
Weetman, C., Kiemle, G., Lowe, M., & Balfour, R. (2022). The experience of partner
 relationships for male survivors of childhood sexual abuse: A qualitative
 synthesis. Trauma, Violence, & Abuse, 23(5), 1478-1493.
 DOI:10.1177/1524838021998311 
 
Research has documented wide-ranging psychological impacts of childhood sexual 

abuse (CSA) for male survivors, but their experience of relationships is understudied. This 

qualitative review aimed to synthesize the qualitative literature concerning the 

experience of partner relationships for male CSA survivors. Electronic searches were 

conducted across PsycINFO, CINAHL, and PubMed, complemented by hand searches of 

references. Searches were limited to English-language peer-reviewed studies. Studies 

were included if they sampled adult male CSA survivors and reported qualitative data on 

their experience of partner relationships. Sixteen studies met the review criteria. Articles 
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were quality-appraised using the Critical Appraisal Skills Programme qualitative checklist 

(2018), and narrative synthesis derived five themes: “sexual orientation confusion,” “sexual 

intimacy difficulties,” “the barrier of emotional intimacy,” “navigating agency,” and 

“healing and growth through love.” Key findings were male CSA survivors can face 

considerable barriers to relational intimacy; however, romantic relationships also offer a 

space to heal and experience post-traumatic growth (PTG). Clinicians should be aware 

of the diffuse impacts CSA can have upon male survivors’ intimate relationships. Helping 

survivors and their partners build a safe space in which to process CSA, reassert agency 

and relational boundaries, and express love and validation can support survivors toward 

PTG. 

 
 
 
Vieth, V. I., Farrell, R., Johnson, R., Mackey, T., Dahl, C., Nolan, K., Peters, R. J., & Counsil, T.
 (2022). Investigating and prosecuting cases of child sexual abuse when  the
 victim is male. Zero Abuse Project. 
 
The Adverse Childhood Experience (ACE) study found that approximately one out of six 

men were sexually abused as children. Unfortunately, most sexually abused boys will 

never make an outcry during childhood and, even if abuse is discovered, investigators 

and prosecutors will face barriers that impede their ability to protect these children. This 

article explores the research on the sexual abuse of boys and offers concrete suggestions 

for conducting forensic interviews with these children, investigating crimes against boys, 

and presenting these cases to a jury. This is done, in part, through a discussion of a 

hypothetical case study that illustrates the challenges of responding to crimes against 

boys. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.zeroabuseproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/WhereTheBoysAre_508.pdf
https://www.zeroabuseproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/WhereTheBoysAre_508.pdf
https://www.zeroabuseproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/WhereTheBoysAre_508.pdf
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AL-Asadi, A. M. (2021). Comparison between male and female survivors of sexual abuse
 and assault in relation to age at admission to therapy, age of onset, and age at
 last sexual assault: retrospective observational study. JMIRx Med, 2(4), e23713.
 DOI:10.2196/23713 
 
Background: Sexual abuse and sexual assault are complex phenomena that involve 

many factors (or correlates) and have many health and financial implications for 

individuals, families, and society. Every correlate needs to be studied in detail, individually 

and in relation to other correlates. Only with a thorough understanding of these correlates 

can more efficient and targeted prevention and intervention programs be designed. 

Objective: The purpose of this study was to examine the differences between male and 

female survivors of sexual abuse and sexual assault regarding the correlates of the 

survivors' age of onset of assault, age at the last assault, and age at which they entered 

therapy. Methods: Therapists at eight sexual assault centers in the province of Alberta, 

Canada, completed a questionnaire on each of their clients over a period of 7 years. A 

total of 3302 participants, of whom 2901 (87.86%) were female and 401 (12.1%) were male 

survivors of sexual abuse and assault, were included in this study. Mostly descriptive 

analyses were carried out on the 4 variables of concern in this study. Results: Regarding 

the number of survivors who sought therapy, female survivors outnumbered male 

survivors by a ratio of 7:1, with different ratios for different age groups. As children age, 

their risk of being sexually assaulted for the first time decreases. Male children are more 

likely to be sexually abused at a younger age, whereas female children are more 

vulnerable to being assaulted at all ages, particularly in adolescence. The mean age of 

onset of sexual abuse was found to be 6.71 (SD 2.86) years, and the odds of experiencing 

the first sexual assault during childhood, as opposed to adolescence, were 4:1 for females 

and 9:1 for males. Male survivors were two times more likely than female survivors to 

experience their first sexual assault in childhood. The vast majority of survivors sought 

help many years after being sexually assaulted, and male survivors waited an average 

of 3 years longer from the last sexual assault before seeking therapy. Conclusions: The 

majority of survivors of sexual abuse and sexual assault live with the consequences for 

https://xmed.jmir.org/2021/4/e23713/
https://xmed.jmir.org/2021/4/e23713/
https://xmed.jmir.org/2021/4/e23713/
https://xmed.jmir.org/2021/4/e23713/
https://xmed.jmir.org/2021/4/e23713/
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many years before they seek help, and a large proportion of male survivors are not likely 

to seek help. 

 
 
 
Bradbury, P., & Martellozzo, E. (2021). ‘Lucky boy!’; Public perceptions of child sexual
 offending committed by women. Journal of Victimology and Victim Justice, 4(2),
 160-178. DOI:10.1177/25166069211060091 
 
This exploratory study addresses the existing gaps on the public perceptions of child 

sexual offending committed by women. Using thematic analysis, the study extracted, 

coded and analysed the comments (N = 1,651) made by the general public to nine Daily 

Mail online newspaper articles published from 2018 to 2019, reporting the sentencing 

decisions of female sex offenders, who have been charged and found guilty with the 

offence of sexual activity with a child. From those comments, 170 coded themes were 

identified, and this amounted to 3,394 coded incidences. Unlike previous research, this 

study cross-examines public responses to different typologies of offending behaviour; 

teachers, mothers, same sex offenders, co-offenders and finally those who offended for 

financial gain. The impact of these typologies was analysed through key descriptive case 

variables, which were quantitively evaluated against the prominent themes that 

emerged. It found that while people demand equal sentencing decisions between male 

and female child sex offenders, this is limited by public perception when the abuser is an 

attractive female and, as a result, perceived as less harmful to the child, who is not seen 

no longer as a victim but as a ‘Lucky Boy’. Such preconceptions fuel shame, social stigma 

and stereotyping towards sexual exposure and prevents victims to disclose their abuse 

and achieve closure and justice. 

 
 
 
 
 

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/25166069211060091
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/25166069211060091
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/25166069211060091
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Lateef, R., & Jenney, A. (2021). Understanding sexually victimized male adolescents with
 sexually abusive behaviors: A narrative review and clinical implications. Trauma,
 Violence, & Abuse, 22(5), 1169-1180. DOI:10.1177/1524838020906558 
 
A high percentage of adolescents with sexually abusive behaviors have been found to 

have a history of childhood sexual abuse (CSA). The purpose of this review is to synthesize 

literature specific to adolescents with sexually abusive behaviors who have histories of 

CSA. This review will explore characteristics of this subset of adolescents with sexually 

abusive behaviors, risk factors, etiological theories that aim to explain the pathway from 

childhood sexual victimization to sexually abusive behavior in adolescence, and the 

clinical implications of this literature. Using Kiteley and Stogdon’s narrative review 

framework, findings from 66 peer-reviewed articles published between 1990 and 2017 that 

included male adolescent participants with sexually abusive behaviors were integrated 

to inform the purpose of this review. The literature presented that different characteristics 

of CSA experiences, such as a younger age at the time of abuse and a longer period of 

abuse, were more prevalent among adolescents with sexually abusive behaviors. The 

CSA experiences of these adolescents could act as triggers for their sexual offenses, and 

the Trauma Outcome Process Assessment model addresses the importance of 

processing past trauma in treatment with adolescents with sexually abusive behaviors. 

This review concludes with clinical recommendations for how the reviewed literature 

could be applied within trauma-informed interventions with adolescents with sexually 

abusive behaviors with a history of CSA. 

 
 
 
Seymour-Smith, S. & Kloess, J.A. (2021). A discursive analysis of compliance, resistance
 and escalation to threats in sexually exploitative interactions between offenders
 and male children. British Journal of Social Psychology, 60, 988-1011. 
 DOI:10.1111/bjso.12437 
 
There is a notable scarcity of empirical studies focusing on online sexual grooming using 

real world, naturally occurring data. Limited research with real victims (as opposed to 

decoys) has indicated that more overt forceful threats are employed by offenders in such 

https://bpspsychub.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/bjso.12437
https://bpspsychub.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/bjso.12437
https://bpspsychub.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/bjso.12437
https://bpspsychub.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/bjso.12437
https://bpspsychub.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/bjso.12437


 
© 2024. National Children’s Advocacy Center. All rights reserved. 
Male Victims of Child Maltreatment & Sexual Abuse: A Bibliography                                                                                               

Page 19 of 35 
March 2024 

 
 

interaction; however, they tell us little about how these threats are built up and managed 

by both parties. Furthermore, the majority of research focuses on female victims, with 

limited attention paid to male victims. The current study presents a discursive psychology 

analysis of chat logs between one offender (posing as a teenage girl) and five male 

victims under the age of 16 years, in order to explore how victims attempt to resist such 

manoeuvres in situ, and how offenders manage such resistance. The sexualized nature 

evidenced in our data contrasts with other findings which suggest that boys are not 

sexually solicited and that interactions with boys are less aggressive and forceful. Our 

findings demonstrate for the first time how an offender escalated his issuing of threats 

following victims’ resistance and non-compliance to requests. Turning points that 

appeared odd in the online interactions suggest that they may be used to encourage 

children to be more reflective about any further engagement. 

 
 
 
Vollman B. K. (2021). When did I become a victim? Exploring narratives of male childhood
 sexual abuse. Journal of Child & Adolescent Trauma, 14(2), 277–293.
 DOI:10.1007/s40653-021-00346-0 
 
This report presents narrative data of adult men self-identifying as victims of sexual 

abuse occurring in childhood or adolescence (CSA). Preliminary data were derived from 

written public stories posted by men to the Internet (n = 90). Many of these accounts 

indicate same-sex sexual abuse (male victim, male perpetrator). The primary research 

question: “how have adult male victims of childhood sexual abuse constructed written 

narratives of victimization?” The men in this study who posted public narratives about 

their sexual abuse demonstrated evidence in of two (turmoil and taking control) of six life 

course themes uncovered by Draucker and Martsolf (2010). Two temporally related 

additional subthemes emerged within the category “taking control”: during the abusive 

event/relationship and after abuse in adulthood. Understanding how male victims 

organize and make sense of the trajectory of their victim and/or survivor identity may 

contribute to a more integrated healing for victims. This could also shape programs for 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8099960/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8099960/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC8099960/
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outreach and support. The result of the study would aid in the development of diagnostic 

tools and frameworks for interviewing abuse victims who are not publicly presenting or 

formally reporting their stories. 

 
 
 
Josenhans, V., Kavenagh, M., Smith, S., & Wekerle, C. (2020). Gender, rights and 
 responsibilities: The need for a global analysis of the sexual exploitation of
 boys. Child Abuse & Neglect, 110, 104291. DOI:10.1016/j.chiabu.2019.104291 
 
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child confirmed child and youth rights 

globally. Their right to participation is a critical driver for the 2030 Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs). Youth prioritize the need to end violence against them, 

charging adults with safeguarding, and identify gender inequality as an underlying cause 

of child sexual exploitation (CSE). SDG 5 includes targets for ending sexual exploitation of 

girls; however, it is critical to review whether we are supporting both boys and girls 

adequately. Based on recent research, it is clear that male victims of CSE are prevalent, 

yet they have been relatively excluded in policy, research, and interventions. The aim is 

not to minimize the importance of understanding and eliminating CSE of girls, but to 

acknowledge that vulnerable sub-groups of boys exist in community (street-connected 

boys, refugees, sexual minorities) and service systems (justice, child welfare, 

humanitarian aid). Gender-based challenges persist in protection, disclosure, help-

seeking, professional recognition, programming and prevention. In this discussion article, 

we outline responsibilities in human rights law to understand and address boys’ CSE and 

overview key literature on its impact on boys. It is argued that gender-, trauma-, and 

violence-informed approaches are expanded to address the contribution of harmful 

gender norms, and to target prevention in the adolescent years for sexually transmitted 

infections, mental health, and substance abuse and violence problems. This discussion 

advances a pressing need for a global analysis of CSE among boys. 

 
 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2019.104291
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Coburn, P. I., Harvey, M. B., Anderson, S. F., Price, H. L., Chong, K., & Connolly, D. A. (2019).
 Boys abused in a community setting: An analysis of gender, relationship, and
 delayed prosecutions in cases of child sexual abuse. Journal of Child Sexual
 Abuse, 28(5), 586-607. DOI:10.1080/10538712.2019.1580329 
 
Previous research on gender differences and delay of disclosure of child sexual abuse is 

inconclusive; some research has found that male victims are more likely to delay 

disclosure than female victims, while other studies have found no gender difference. The 

present archival study investigated this inconsistency by examining factors that interact 

with delay. Judicial outcomes of child sexual abuse cases were coded (N = 4237) for 

variables related to the offense, the complainant-accused relationship, and court 

proceedings. Males and females differed with respect to delay only when the relationship 

between the complainant and the accused was established in the community (e.g., 

sports coach) or was a stranger to the child. When the accused was a parent, other 

relative, or a non-relative connected to the child through the family, there was no 

difference in delay between males and females. Further, males were more vulnerable in 

the community, as evidenced by a higher proportion of accused community members 

with male than female complainants, even though males represented fewer than 25% of 

cases in the database. These findings may help explain inconsistencies in gender 

differences in delayed disclosure. Implications regarding education about child sexual 

abuse are discussed, with a focus on male victims. 

 
 
 
Godbout, N., Vaillancourt-Morel, M.-P., Bigras, N., Briere, J., Hébert, M., Runtz, M., &
 Sabourin, S. (2019). Intimate partner violence in male survivors of child
 maltreatment: A meta-analysis. Trauma, Violence, & Abuse, 20(1), 99-113.
 DOI:10.1177/1524838017692382 
 
Intimate partner violence (IPV) is a major public health concern. Yet, despite an 

increasingly extensive literature on interpersonal violence, research on male victims of 

IPV remains sparse and the associations between different forms of child maltreatment 

(CM) and IPV victimization and perpetration in men remains unclear. The present meta-

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1524838017692382
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1524838017692382
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1524838017692382
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analysis evaluated five different forms of CM (sexual, physical, and psychological abuses, 

neglect, and witnessing IPV) as they predicted sexual, psychological, and physical IPV 

perpetration and victimization in men. Overall, most available studies examined men as 

perpetrators of IPV, whereas studies of victimization in men were relatively scarce. Results 

reveal an overall significant association (r = .19) between CM and IPV. The magnitude of 

this effect did not vary as a function of type (perpetration vs. victimization) or form 

(sexual, psychological, or physical) of IPV. Although all forms of CM were related to IPV, 

with effect sizes ranging from .05 (neglect and IPV victimization) to .26 (psychological 

abuse and IPV victimization), these associations varied in magnitude according to the 

type of CM. Findings suggest the importance of expanding research on CM and IPV to 

include a range of different kinds of abuse and neglect and to raise concerns about the 

experience of men as both victims and perpetrators of IPV. 

 
 
 
Sivagurunathan, M., Orchard, T., MacDermid, J. C., & Evans, M. (2019). Barriers and
 facilitators affecting self-disclosure among male survivors of child sexual abuse:
 The service providers’ perspective. Child Abuse & Neglect, 88, 455-465.
 DOI:10.1016/j.chiabu.2018.08.015 
 
Research regarding child sexual abuse (CSA) indicates significant gender 

differences in disclosure rates, with males less likely to disclose their abuse compared to 

females. CSA can have lasting impact on a children’s emotional, physical, and 

psychological wellbeing. While service providers play an instrumental role in providing 

care and support for male CSA survivors, little is known about their perceptions and 

experiences related to disclosure among these men. The aim of this qualitative study was 

to explore service providers’ perceptions and awareness of disclosure-related barriers 

and facilitators amongst male CSA survivors. Individual interviews were conducted with 

eleven service providers. Study findings reveal four key themes related to the disclosure 

process among male CSA survivors: (a) personal characteristics, (b) interpersonal 

relations, (c) institutional elements, and (d) societal norms. Findings indicate that service 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2018.08.015
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providers understand and respond to complex challenges associated with disclosure of 

CSA among this marginalized population. Study findings demonstrate the need for 

additional research on the specific issues of gender bias and stigma associated with 

male sexual abuse. Along with their empirical significance, these findings can be used to 

develop more tailored public health and social service-related programming for male 

CSA survivors, their families, and the broader community to promote a safer and more 

supportive environment in which to discuss these sensitive and important issues. 

Recommendations to service providers are discussed. 

 
 
 
Cole, J. (2018). Service providers’ perspectives on sex trafficking of male minors:
 Comparing background and trafficking situations of male and female victims.
 Child Adolescent Social Work Journal, 35, 423–433. DOI:10.1007/s10560-018-
 0530-z 
 
Even though it is documented that sex trafficking of male minors occurs, limited research 

has focused on this type of commercial sexual exploitation. Data was collected via 

telephone interviews from 323 professionals who worked with at-risk youth and/or crime 

victims/offenders in all counties in a mostly rural state in the U.S. Half of the respondents 

had worked with at least one victim of child sex trafficking, and of these 161 respondents, 

57.8% had worked with at least one male victim. To contextualize the data on male minor 

victims, quantitative analysis was conducted comparing the close-ended and themes 

identified in open-ended responses of professionals who reported they worked 

exclusively with male victims (n = 26) versus professionals who worked exclusively with 

female victims (n = 81) to examine how sex trafficking of male minors may differ or be 

similar to sex trafficking of female minors. Many similarities in victims’ vulnerability factors, 

the systems victims encountered, and their greatest needs were found by gender. 

Familial sex trafficking was one of the typical pathways into commercial sexual 

exploitation for minors. There were some differences in the pathways in sex trafficking by 

gender. There is a need for greater awareness, training, and resource-building for 
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identifying and appropriately responding to male minors who are trafficked in 

commercial sex. 

 
 
 
Wark, J., & Vis, J.-A. (2018). Effects of child sexual abuse on the parenting of male
 survivors. Trauma, Violence, & Abuse, 19(5), 499-511. DOI:10.1177/1524838016673600 
 
Research shows that child sexual abuse (CSA) can have detrimental effects on adult 

functioning. While much research regarding the effects of CSA on parenting of mothers 

is available, there is a dearth of information on how CSA impacts fatherhood. This 

literature review finds that the parenting experiences of male survivors are characterized 

by self-perceptions as adequate parents, deficient parenting as measured by 

standardized instruments, conceptualization of parenting as an intergenerational legacy 

and potential healing experience, fear of becoming an abuser, and physical and 

emotional distance from their children. These themes are strongly related to social 

discourses on intergenerational cycle of violence theories. Fatherhood is not exclusively 

problematic for male survivors and can be a healing experience and a source of strength 

for some survivors. Based on literature concerning male survivors who are parents, 

narrative therapy is recommended as a therapeutic model to explore how fathers who 

are survivors challenge dominant discourses around legacies of family violence, 

intergenerational parenting deficiencies, and victimization. Restorying fatherhood as a 

healing opportunity is essential when working with fathers who are male survivors and 

their families. 

 
 
 
Carpenter, R. C. (2017). Recognizing gender-based violence against civilian men and
 boys in conflict situations. In R. Jamieson (Ed.), The criminology of war (pp. 377-
 397). Routledge. DOI:10.4324/9781315086859 
 
While gender-based violence has recently emerged as a salient topic in the human 

security community, it has been framed principally with respect to violence against 
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women and girls, particularly sexual violence. In this article, I argue that gender-based 

violence against men (including sexual violence, forced conscription, and sex-selective 

massacre) must be recognized as such, condemned, and addressed by civilian 

protection agencies and proponents of a ‘human security’ agenda in international 

relations. Men deserve protection against these abuses in their own right; moreover, 

addressing gender-based violence against women and girls in conflict situations is 

inseparable from addressing the forms of violence to which civilian men are specifically 

vulnerable. 

 
 
 
Foster, J. M. (2017). It happened to me: A qualitative analysis of boys’ narratives about
 child sexual abuse. Journal of Child Sexual Abuse, 26(7), 853-873.
 DOI:10.1080/10538712.2017.1360426 
 
Previous research on children’s narratives about sexual abuse written predominately by 

girls uncovered several themes, including: (a) memories of the abuse, (b) the disclosure 

and subsequent events, and (c) the healing journey and a meta-theme titled “fear and 

safety.” This follow-up study explored how boys describe their life prior to, during, and 

after sexual abuse in the form of trauma narratives and if there are distinctive features of 

boys’ experiences that differ from those of girls. Analysis of narratives written by males 

ages 3 to 17 (N = 19) found that boys ascribe to the same themes as the initial research 

but also have experiences and perspectives that are unique to being male survivors. This 

article focuses on the first two themes: memories of the abuse and the disclosure and 

subsequent events. Gender differences are discussed along with recommendations for 

prevention of male sexual abuse. 
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Hlavka, H. R. (2017). Speaking of stigma and the silence of shame: Young men and sexual
 victimization. Men and Masculinities, 20(4), 482-505.
 DOI:10.1177/1097184X16652656 
 
This study addresses male sexual victimization as that which is both invisible and 

incomprehensible. Forensic interviews with young men following reports of suspected 

sexual assault reveal patterns of heteronormative scripts appropriated to make sense of 

sexual victimization. These scripts show that victimhood is largely incompatible with 

dominant notions of masculinity. Sexual coercion and assault embodied threat to boys’ 

(hetero)gendered selves, as they described feelings of shame and embarrassment, 

disempowerment, and emasculation. These masks of masculinity create barriers to 

disclosure and help to explain the serious underreporting of male sexual victimization. 

Questions of coercion and consent are addressed, as it relates to matters of legitimacy, 

sexuality, and power. With few exceptions, boys’ constructions of sexual violence have 

received little attention. This study adds the voices of young men to the developing 

empirical and theoretical research on male victims of sexual assault. 

 
 
 
Subramaniyan, V. K. S., Reddy, P., Chandra, G., Rao, C., & Rao, T. S. S. (2017). Silence of
 male child sexual abuse in India: Qualitative analysis of barriers for seeking
 psychiatric help in a multidisciplinary unit in a general hospital. Indian Journal of
 Psychiatry, 59(2), 202–207. DOI:10.4103/psychiatry.IndianJPsychiatry_195_17 
 
Introduction: In 2007, Ministry of Women and Child Welfare, supported by United Nations 

Children's Fund, save the children and Prayas conducted a study to understand the 

magnitude of child abuse in India, they found that 53.22% children faced one or more 

forms of sexual abuse; among them, the number of boys abused was 52.94%. Aim: The 

aim of this study was to explore the barriers for seeking psychiatric help by qualitative 

analysis of stake holders of male victims of child abuse. Materials and Methods: All the 

statements made by the stakeholders regarding psychiatric assessment and treatment 

were recorded in each referral made to the psychiatrist. Semistructured interviews and 

in-depth interviews were conducted to explore the topic of understanding the need for 
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psychiatric treatment to the victims. Results: Collaborative child response unit, a 

multidisciplinary team, to tackle child sexual abuse in a general hospital received three 

referrals of male child abuse among the 27 referrals in 20 months. The main theme of the 

barrier that was generated by interviewing the stakeholders of male child victims of 

abuse was the misconception of superiority of a male victim due to gender (patriarchy) 

an expectation that he will outgrow the experience. In-depth interviews of three cases of 

homosexual abuse explored the theme. Conclusion: Patriarchy is oppressing male 

children and acts as a barrier to seek psychiatric help in collaborative child response unit. 

 
 
 
Turner, S., Taillieu, T., Cheung, K., & Afifi, T. O. (2017). The relationship between childhood
 sexual abuse and mental health outcomes among males: Results from a
 nationally representative United States sample. Child Abuse & Neglect, 66, 64-72.
 DOI:10.1016/j.chiabu.2017.01.018 
 
Background: Few studies have examined the associations between childhood sexual 

abuse (CSA), co-occurrence with other types of maltreatment and adult mental 

health outcomes, specifically among males. The objectives of this study were to: 1) 

determine the prevalence of males who have experienced a) childhood 

maltreatment without CSA; b) CSA without other forms of childhood maltreatment; and 

c) CSA along with other forms of childhood maltreatment; and 2) determine the 

relationship between CSA among males and mood, anxiety, substance and personality 

disorders and suicide attempts. Methods: Data were drawn from the 2004–2005 National 

Epidemiological Survey on Alcohol and Related Conditions (NESARC) and limited to males 

age 20 years old and older (n = 14,564). Child maltreatment included harsh physical 

punishment, physical abuse, sexual abuse, emotional abuse, emotional neglect, physical 

neglect and exposure to intimate partner violence (IPV). Results: Emotional abuse, 

physical abuse, and exposure to IPV were the most common forms of maltreatment that 

co-occurred with CSA among males. A history of CSA only, and CSA co-occurring with 

other types of child maltreatment, resulted in higher odds for many mental disorders and 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0145213417300297
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0145213417300297
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0145213417300297
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0145213417300297
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0145213417300297
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2017.01.018
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suicide attempts compared to a history of child maltreatment without CSA. Conclusions: 

Child maltreatment is associated with increased odds of mental disorders among males. 

Larger effects were noted for many mental disorders and suicide attempts for males who 

experienced CSA with or without other child maltreatment types compared to those who 

did not experience CSA. These results are important for understanding the significant 

long-term effects of CSA among males. 

 
 
 
Von Hohendorff, J., Habigzang, L. F., & Koller, S. H. (2017). “A boy, being a victim, nobody
 really buys that, you know?”: Dynamics of sexual violence against boys. Child
 Abuse & Neglect, 70, 53-64. DOI:10.1016/j.chiabu.2017.05.008 
 
The aim of this study was to present the dynamics of sexual violence against boys. 

Interviews were conducted with four male victims of sexual abuse between the ages of 

six and 10, as well as four psychologists employed in the health care system and involved 

in the treatment of sexually abused boys. Results were examined using thematic content 

analysis, based on six deductively identified themes corresponding to the following 

stages of sexual violence against children and adolescents: preparation, episodes, 

silencing, narratives, repression and overcoming. The results suggested that proximity 

between victims and offenders, who were mostly adolescent boys, was a facilitator of 

abuse. The interviews also revealed that victims faced significant levels of disbelief and 

discrimination. Lastly, the findings pointed to the importance of protective actions and of 

the system itself, though all practitioners perceived the latter as flawed and unprepared 

to handle cases involving sexually abused boys. These findings underscore the social 

invisibility of sexual violence against boys, due to the low number of referrals as well as 

the disbelief and discrimination, which permeates the management of these cases. 
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Zalcberg, S. (2017). The place of culture and religion in patterns of disclosure and
 reporting sexual abuse of males: A case study of ultra orthodox male victims.
 Journal of Child Sexual Abuse, 26(5), 590-607. DOI:10.1080/10538712.2017.1316335 
 
This article deals with reporting patterns of sexual abuse in males in a religious-cultural 

context through a case study of ultra-Orthodox Jewish (Haredi) men who were young 

victims of sexual abuse. The study is based on in-depth interviews with 40 Haredi men. 

The results indicate that sexual abuse involving ultra-Orthodox boys was and is 

underreported. Moreover, the results indicate that even when such incidents were 

reported, the avenues for disclosure were parents, educational-religious figures, and 

friends. It was also found that silencing in matters related to sexuality, viewing sexual 

abuse in boys as a serious sin and taboo, and encouraging blind obedience—all of which 

characterize Haredi society—were factors in the underreporting. The results also show a 

strong tendency to cover up incidents of sexual abuse on an individual level, on a family 

level, and at the community level. The findings indicate a linkage between the religious 

and cultural background of male victims of sexual abuse and their reporting patterns. 

 
 
 
Levenson, J. S., Willis, G. M., & Prescott, D. S. (2016). Adverse childhood experiences in
 the lives of male sex offenders: Implications for trauma-informed care. Sexual
 Abuse, 28(4), 340-359. DOI:10.1177/1079063214535819 
 
This study explored the prevalence of childhood trauma in a sample of male sexual 

offenders (N = 679) using the Adverse Childhood Experience (ACE) scale. Compared with 

males in the general population, sex offenders had more than 3 times the odds of child 

sexual abuse (CSA), nearly twice the odds of physical abuse, 13 times the odds of verbal 

abuse, and more than 4 times the odds of emotional neglect and coming from a broken 

home. Less than 16% endorsed zero ACEs and nearly half endorsed four or more. Multiple 

maltreatments often co-occurred with other types of household dysfunction, suggesting 

that many sex offenders were raised within a disordered social environment. Higher ACE 

scores were associated with higher risk scores. By enhancing our understanding of the 
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frequency and correlates of early adverse experiences, we can better devise trauma-

informed interventions that respond to the clinical needs of sex offender clients. 

 
 
 
van der Put, C. E., Lanctôt, N., De Ruiter, C., & Van Vugt, E. (2015). Child maltreatment
 among boy and girl probationers: Does type of maltreatment make a difference
 in offending behavior and psychosocial problems?. Child Abuse & Neglect, 46,
 142-151. DOI:10.1016/j.chiabu.2015.05.012 
 
This study examined differences in offending behavior and psychosocial 

problems between juvenile offenders who have been sexually abused (n = 231), 

physically abused (n = 1,568), neglected (n = 1,555), exposed to multiple forms of 

maltreatment (n = 1,767), and non-victims (n = 8,492). In addition, the moderating effect 

of gender in the association between type of maltreatment and offending 

behavior/psychosocial problems was examined. Results showed that violent offenses 

were more common in victims of physical abuse and victims of multiple forms of abuse 

than in non-victims, both in boys and girls. In boys, sexual offenses were far more 

common in victims of sexual abuse than in victims of other or multiple forms of 

maltreatment or in non-victims. In girls, no group differences were found in sexual 

offending behavior. For both boys and girls, externalizing problems were relatively 

common in victims of physical abuse and neglect whereas internalizing problems were 

relatively common in victims of sexual abuse. In victims of multiple forms of 

maltreatment, both internalizing and externalizing problems were relatively common. 

Implications for clinical practice are discussed. 
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Veenema, T. G., Thornton, C. P., & Corley, A. (2015). The public health crisis of child sexual
 abuse in low and middle income countries: An integrative review of the literature. 
 International Journal of Nursing Studies, 52(4), 864–881.
 DOI:10.1016/j.ijnurstu.2014.10.017 
 
Purpose: Theoretical and empirical studies conducted to ascertain the incidence and 

characteristics of child sexual abuse (CSA) in developing countries around the world are 

inconsistent and poorly synthesized. In order to prevent and respond to these heinous 

acts, clinicians and policymakers require a substantive body of evidence on which to 

base interventions and treatment programs. The purpose of this study is to conduct 

an integrative review of the literature concerning CSA in non-industrialized nations. 

Ultimately, this evidence could be used to drive research and policy implementation in 

this area. Methods: An integrative literature review of publications identified through a 

comprehensive search of five relevant databases (PubMed, CINAHL, EMBase, PsycINFO, 

and Web of Science) regarding the incidence and characteristics of all forms of child 

sexual assault in low and middle-income countries (LMICs) since 1980. Independent and 

collective thematic assessment and analysis was utilized to identify major concepts of 

the phenomenon. Findings: Forty-four articles were identified. These represented 32 

separate low or middle-income countries. More studies were identified in low-income 

countries, and there was a disproportional distribution of studies conducted on regions 

of the world. CSA has been identified at all levels of society in nearly every region and 

continent of the world. It is being falsely perceived as a new phenomenon in some 

developing countries, most likely as a result of increases in CSA reporting. Researching 

and discussing CSA is difficult because of the sensitive and taboo nature of the topic. Four 

major themes emerged including difficulty of accurate measurement, barriers to 

reporting, barriers to justice, and the false perception of CSA as a new phenomenon. 

Themes of early marriage, human trafficking, sexual coercion and forced first sex, and 

males as victims have been identified as characteristics and topics placing individuals 

at risk for CSA. Poverty and its resultant social or family strain are exacerbating factors to 

CSA. Conclusions: There is inadequate representation of CSA research in LMICs, and an 
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increasing awareness that sexual abuse of children is an endemic threat to the health 

and safety of children worldwide. This review lays the foundation for an array of further 

areas of analysis to explore the expanse of unanswered questions that remain regarding 

the phenomena of CSA in low and middle-income countries. 

 
 
 
Artime, T. M., McCallum, E. B., & Peterson, Z. D. (2014). Men’s acknowledgment of their
 sexual victimization experiences. Psychology of Men & Masculinity, 15(3), 313-
 323. DOI:10.1037/a0033376 
 
Sexual victimization of boys and men is understudied despite its alarming prevalence 

and potentially detrimental outcomes. Research suggests that the majority of men who 

have experienced something that would qualify as child sexual abuse (CSA) or adult rape 

based on research definitions do not label their experiences as sexual abuse or rape. This 

study sought to examine men’s labeling of their own victimization by examining 

acknowledgment of CSA and adult rape in a convenience sample of 323 men who 

completed an online survey. In this sample, 49% of CSA victims and 24% of rape victims 

used the labels of sexual abuse and rape, respectively. Correlates of CSA 

acknowledgment included the perpetrator’s use of physical force during the incident. 

Correlates of rape acknowledgment included perpetrator’s use of force and a male 

rather than a female perpetrator. Acknowledged CSA victims reported more distress and 

higher rates of adult sexual revictimization compared with unacknowledged CSA victims. 

Unacknowledged rape victims, but not acknowledged rape victims, reported higher rates 

of distress compared to non-victims. Rape myths and rigid definitions of masculinity are 

discussed as possible factors contributing to the high rates of unacknowledged sexual 

victimization in this sample.  
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Easton, S. D., Saltzman, L. Y., & Willis, D. G. (2014). “Would you tell under circumstances
 like that?”: Barriers to disclosure of child sexual abuse for men. Psychology of
 Men & Masculinity, 15(4), 460–469. DOI:10.1037/a0034223 
 
Although public awareness is increasing in regard to the realities of child sexual abuse 

(CSA) for boys, male survivors often delay disclosure of the abuse for years or even 

decades. Little is known about the factors that impede or obstruct disclosure for sexually 

abused boys/men. Because disclosure is often a prerequisite to help-seeking and 

accessing resources for healing, the purpose of this study was to identify barriers to 

disclosure of CSA for male survivors. Using content analysis, the researchers conducted 

a secondary analysis of data obtained from a large, nonclinical sample of men with 

histories of CSA (N = 460) who completed an online survey. The data analyzed in this 

study included responses to an open-ended item on disclosure barriers. Our analyses 

identified 10 categories of barriers that were classified into 3 domains: sociopolitical (e.g., 

masculinity, limited resources), interpersonal (e.g., mistrust of others, abuser factors), and 

personal (e.g., internal emotions, naming the experience as sexual abuse). Based on our 

results, these domains were distinct yet interrelated. The implications for policy, clinical 

practice, and future research are discussed. 

 
 
 
Price-Robertson, R. (2012). Child sexual abuse, masculinity and fatherhood. Journal of
 Family Studies, 18(2-3), 130-142. DOI:10.5172/jfs.2012.18.2-3.130 
 
This paper reviews the research on a largely hidden issue: The ways in which a history of 

child sexual abuse (CSA) can influence men’s perceptions and experience of fatherhood. 

Although no research that specifically investigated this topic was found, the current 

review identified a small number of qualitative studies involving male victim/survivors of 

CSA in which the area of fatherhood was covered. Key themes, such as male 

victim/survivors’ fears that they may abuse their children or their tendency to be 

overprotective parents, are discussed with reference to relevant sociological, 

psychological and gender theory. Also discussed are the contemporary social and 
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political contexts that shape the ways in which gender and sexual violence are 

understood and constructed, and which in turn contribute to this issue remaining 

excluded from public, academic and policy discourses. Finally, future research directions 

are outlined. 

 
 
 
Davies, M., Austen, K., & Rogers, P. (2011). Sexual preference, gender, and blame
 attributions in adolescent sexual assault. The Journal of Social Psychology,
 151(5), 592-607. DOI:10.1080/00224545.2010.522617 
 
The study investigated the impact of victim sexual orientation, perpetrator gender, and 

participant gender on judgements toward a 15-year-old male victim of a depicted sexual 

assault. One hundred and eight-eight participants (97 male, 91 female) read a 

hypothetical scenario depicting the sexual assault of a 15-year-old male victim where 

the victim's sexual orientation and the perpetrator's gender were varied between 

subjects. Participants then completed a questionnaire assessing their attributions toward 

both the victim and the perpetrator. Results revealed that male participants blamed the 

victim more than female participants when the victim was both gay and attacked by a 

male perpetrator. All participants, regardless of gender, made more positive judgements 

toward the female as opposed to male perpetrator. Results are discussed in relation to 

gender role stereotypes and homophobia. 

 
 
 
O'Leary, P. J., & Barber, J. (2008). Gender differences in silencing following childhood
 sexual abuse. Journal of Child Sexual Abuse, 17(2), 133-143. 
 DOI:10.1080/10538710801916416 
 
The clinical literature commonly asserts that males are less likely than females to disclose 

child sexual abuse at the time it occurs and take longer to discuss their experiences. 

These hypotheses were tested in this study. This study included 145 men and 151 women. 

Participants were asked about disclosure at the time of the abuse and the length of time 
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it took for them to discuss the experience. Comparison across these two studies found 

that boys were significantly less likely than girls to disclose the abuse at the time it 

occurred and also took significantly longer to discuss their childhood experiences later in 

life. 

 

 

 


